
St Crispin’s School Council – Head teachers report – 9th September, 2013 

 We are delighted to have thirteen new pupils this session: seven in class 1, five 

transferring from Oaklands, Prospect bank and Falkirk, with one new pupil just 

arrived from Poland. We have already had visits from parents whose children may 

transfer here next August at the point of becoming secondary pupils, but for now we 

are full. 

 We have one new teacher, Kieron O’Brien, and we will be interviewing shortly for 

replacements when Lyn Revie emigrates to New Zealand, and Michelle Patterson 

goes on Maternity leave.  

 We were sad to lose Jill Reeves our music specialist who has gone to take up a post 

in a new school in Glasgow, but Julia Main has kindly stepped in to fill the gap till we 

can appoint a permanent replacement. With music being such an important part of 

our pupils lives we have today enjoyed a Samba workshop that included pupils from 

Brunsfield primary. 

 We have finally got our new Temporary Unit on site so that we can support a pupil 

who was finding the school environment very challenging. He is supported directly 

by the CAMHS Intensive Intervention team, as are two other pupils in class 7. These 

young men need more than the level of support school can offer and they have a 

highly structured timetable and a carefully managed environment. This has meant 

we do not have the use of the sensory room at present. Again, these arrangements 

demonstrate how badly we need a new school. 

 The Lloyds project run by Heather Lucchesi continues to offer wider opportunities to 

our pupils in art and again we are delighted at the success of St Crispin’s pupils in art. 

Tomorrow is our own exhibition at the Gallery on the Corner. 

 We have had more volunteers from Lloyds to work in our gardens and develop our 

outdoor play areas. All the equipment in Hilly play was repainted and they made a 

new bark path in the train playground, as well as painting a track in the little ones 

playground. 

 Our gardeners, Ellie and Julia, welcomed this help for all the tidying up at the end of 

the season. The children will enjoy harvesting what they planted and all classes have 

a slot in the garden this year.  Our gardeners again won a prize in the palette garden 

competition at the Royal Highland Show in June. Outdoor learning is a priority for 

the school so we are sending two people, Suzi and Jeanette, for further training. 

 With our first parents’ evening of the session coming up, there is again an 

opportunity for parents from the Out of School Care Association, and the Friends of 

St Crispin’s, to come up and speak to the rest of the parents to encourage wider 

participation. Without wider involvement we can’t keep the charity going as the two 

key parents involved in establishing it have moved on. Similarly, we need new 

parents to come forward to join the committee. Mike our business manager, can 

support any parent who volunteers to do the treasurer role. 



 Guided by Lyn Revie, our ICT co-ordinator, we have had our stock of computers 

refreshed. We now have new PCs which are supported through BT, and some new 

Macs which we now have to support independently. We hope eventually to have 

technical support as part of a collaboration with other special schools. Each class 

now has an I pad and these can be used with our big screens which every class has. 

 School budget and fundraising 

o We are likely to have a small underspend in our budget from August to 

March 2014, due in part to gaps between staff leaving and being replaced 

over the summer, so our budget is looking relatively healthy. This is just as 

well as we have significant requirements in ICT. We still need to fund wireless 

connectivity throughout the school, as we have concrete walls and floors that 

mean we need a lot of wireless hubs. 

o Thanks to the ongoing support of our local church, Reid Memorial, we have 

been able to undertake the complete refurbishment of a new school library 

in what was the OT room.  

o We hope to have had a number of successful fundraising events this session, 

and we already have the Wee Red Bar booked again in the spring for a Live 

Music Night. We would very much like some more social events both for 

parents and carers, and for families too and would welcome parent prepared 

to lead on this.  

o We may be able to run a family fun day again as we have asked for our 

volunteers to help out with that too. Last year’s was hugely successful 

 While we are still part of the Wave 3 rebuilding programme, you may be aware that 

three of the city’s secondary schools are ahead of us in the queue. We are aware the 

funding has been set aside for session 2016-17 but I have concerns about the plans 

and the impact of the cuts that all council services will be facing in the coming 

decade. We have been advised to raise the profile of St Crispin’s and the work we do 

so that we can make the case for all the funds we will need to have the best possible 

new school. 

 Carol Chalmers was able to use a new funding stream to give St Crispin’s families 

additional weeks at the play scheme and this seems to have worked well and the 

children certainly had a good time. We are all aware what the cost is of inadequate 

support for families! 

 This has already been a busy term as we start the year. Thankfully we have some 

excellent staff in temporary positions from August and we will shortly have 

interviews for teachers and pupil support assistants.  

Questions for parents 

1. Can we combine the Friends of St Crispin’s and the school Council? 

2. Do parents want to lead on any Family fun events this session? 


