
St Crispin’s School Council 

10
th

 February 2014 

 

 

Present: Karen Church, Sarah Dickinson, Catherine Hardie, Dorothy Johnstone, Vivian Napier, George 

Reavley, Susan Weir. 

 

In Attendance: Katie Cebula (clerk), Ruth Hendery (HT) 

 

Apologies: Iain MacKenzie, Kathy Mclean, Carol Munro, Janet Turnbull, and Neil Wilson 

[Gail Morris, Debbie Young, Jim Young] 

 

RH and SW welcomed all to the meeting, particularly new members. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting (Nov 2013): Accepted as read. 

 

Matters Arising:  
None raise here as these will come up during meeting 

 

Business:  

School Council accounts 

IM was not in attendance, but RH reported that the balance is £3020.77 

 

Action: RH to ask Carol to phone IM to discuss accounts, and look into merging the School Council and 

the FoSC accounts. More formal presentation of accounts in June. 

 

Council budget 

SW reported that a meeting of about this would be held on 13
th

 February. The outcome looks more 

positive than it did in the original consultation. It is hoped that the response of the School Council to the 

consultation helped with this. 

 

RH reported that Special School headteachers met with Gillian Tee who discussed financial future for 

special schools. Things did not seem as negative as they originally had done. 

 

SW reported on the Council papers on the potential risks associated with the proposed savings and the 

revised savings plans. It was clear from these papers that public concern had led to some revisions in 

the spending plans. It was also clear that St Crispin’s is in Wave 3 for the rebuild and appears to be on 

course for rebuild in 2017 – 18. 

 

RH reported that she had spoken to Rosie Wilson about potential sites. Concerns were discussed about 

potential sites with access difficulties or where local communities would not welcome new buildings. 

Parents are very keen to be involved in the consultation about new sites.  

 

Action: 

RH to email Rosie Wilson with parent questions: 



1. What is the timescale? i.e. once the budget is confirmed, when is the school rebuild likely to begin 

and be finished? 

2. Will parents be consulted about the proposed site? 

3. When will parents know about the site? 

4. What happens if negotiations for the original site fall through? 

5. What consideration will be given to the fact that the school needs to be central, given that it serves 

the whole city? Clearly transport costs will be lower and parent engagement will be higher if the 

school is centrally located. 

 

Headteacher’s report: 

Attached. 

 

Additional: 

School Council approved the proposed spending. 

 

School Council members passed on their congratulations to Joanne Macintyre and Michelle Patterson on 

the birth of their babies. 

 

3 – 15
th

 March is ‘The Big Pedal’, so Gerry will be asking parents to keep a note of their cycling 

mileage. Some pupils will be going out and others have been on the exercise bikes. 

 

Action: 

Katie to remind parents via Facebook about the swimming let. Saturdays after the February holiday 

12.45 – 1.45pm. 

Katie to resend @SueReviews info to RH 

 

Out of School Care  
SW reported on the playscheme tender for the holiday playscheme. A letter had been received from 

Carol Chalmers saying that INC consortium (Action Group, FAB Scotland, Kidscare, LAS and the Yard, 

with input from Edinburgh leisure) had been successful. This will begin Summer 2014. 

 

Fundraising: 

St James’ Place (via Catherine Hardie) 

RH suggested iPads or softplay or an additional room for this, and will get in touch with them to discuss 

further. 

 

Wee Red Bar night 

Parents are keen to buy tickets for this, so RH will get in touch with NW. 

 

Pub Quiz 

GR to check availability for venues for Fri 25
th

 April 2014. 

 

Family fun day 

Sunday 25
th

 May 

 

Waitrose 



Karen C has put St Crispin’s into consideration for the Waitrose green tokens. She will try Asda and 

some other places too. VN reported that her daughter has a box for the Active Kids vouchers at 

Sainsburys at Longstone. School Council members asked VN to pass on our thanks. 

 

Action: RH to get in touch with St James’ Place to discuss further. 

SW to email NW to ask about tickets for the Wee Red Bar. 

GR will check availability for venues. 

 

Friends of St. Crispin’s: 

Business covered above. 

 

Correspondence: 

Circulated, included information on foster caring 

 

AOCB:  
SW reported on a stressbusting course run by Vocal 

Katie C to ensure School website is up-to-date with School Council minutes 

SW also reported how supportive she had found a recent visit from the school nurse. 

SW went to a seminar on self-directed support. This begins in April, and parents will be offered choices 

about how they spend respite money. SW was concerned that there would be less need for centres, but 

was reassured that this would not be the case.  

 

Action:  

Katie C to circulate information on the course and to send stuff to update website 

 

Date of next meeting: 28
th

 April 2014 



St Crispin’s School Council – Head teachers report – 10
th

 February 2014 

 

 We have 53 pupils at this time and we are considered to be full. We are advised not to take on 

any extra pupils above 6 per class, and where the needs of the pupils are particularly high, we 

have one class with only 5 pupils. 

 Our new staff seem to be settling well. We have Craig McConnell and Lindsay Watt both of 

whom cover various classes. Craig works opposite Natasha in Class 1. 

 We continue for a little longer to have the support of the CAMHS team with two pupils in class 

7. We have the budget for one more PSA to compensate when they withdraw. 

 We continue to struggle to manage pupils who simply cannot settle in a classroom alongside 

their peers, and who need break out areas. Every corner of the school is being utilised including 

the sensory room. 

 Arrangements for the transition to adult services for our leavers is way behind this year as 

budget cuts are limiting family choices and decisions seem to be much later. 

 The latest budget statement shows we are still in the black but have now lost our underspend 

as a result of the costs of staff absence. We have an excellent record on pupil attendance and 

given that many children come in full of cold and other bugs, we are not surprised that the staff 

working in close contact them fall foul of these infections.  

 We will finally get the swimming pool back this week after repairs to the pump. The family 

swimming session will be on again but only for as long as we have people using it as 

Waterbabies has stopped paying for the extended let. The Council will keep the session for our 

families as long as we use it. 

 Regarding the new build which is scheduled for session 2017-18, I met Rosie Wilson Last week 

and she assured me that the site is still being considered and that a final decision has not been 

made. 

 Special School Head Teachers met Gillian Tee last week to discuss budget cuts. She made clear 

she would be trying to spare us by closing Wellington residential school this year. She is very 

keen that schools have breakfast and after-school clubs. Several other schools have 

independently run clubs that children can access after school, but none like ours. 

 We also had head teachers from our cluster partner schools visiting. We are in the JGHS cluster 

and for some this was their first taste of special education. They were particularly interested in 

how we support children on the autistic spectrum as they have a growing number of pupils with 

additional support needs including autism in their classrooms, and are likely to have more in 

the future. 

 We still have no occupational therapist based in school, although individual pupils get an OT 

service as needs demand. This is far from satisfactory. We are also aware our SLTs are 

increasingly stretched and seem to have more demands on their time outside school. With the 

overall ASN budget being cut we don’t expect things to ease any time soon. 



 The accounts for the Friends of St Crispin’s, our charity, were accepted by OSCR the body that 

oversees Scottish charities. However they want a properly audited set of accounts for next year. 

 With the pressure on the budget as it is we are delighted to have the funds raised by families 

and friends of the school. We are looking at spending on the following, with your approval; 

o Art workshops, as we had last year, with local artist, Kate 

o Funds to support our cyclists going to Meadowbank 

o I pads and apps for the I pad. 

o Replacement soft play equipment 

o New huts for our two gardening groups 

 

 We’d also like to announce that Joanne Macintyre has now had her baby Kyle and will hopefully 

rejoin us in the autumn, Michelle Patterson has had her baby David, and will join us next 

January, and Jeanne Kocemba whose daughter is almost a year old, will rejoin us in August. 

 As always, we are looking forward to some exciting social events 

o The evening in the Wee Red Bar, in March 

o A quiz night - possibly in late April? 

o The family fun day in May 

o Our sports day and leavers party in June. 

Ruth Hendery, 

February 10
th

 2014. 

 

 

 


